
WORLD MARKET FOR S.A.-PRODUCED

FAÇADE CLADDING 

Vitreous enamelled steel panels produced by Vitrex are increasingly being specified as

exterior and interior façade cladding, both locally and abroad. 

Vitrex – rated among South Africa’s Top 20 Non-Listed Companies - is the country’s

leading manufacturer  of vitreous enamelled (“porcelain”)  steel panels for architectural

applications. The company’s exceptionally durable “Vitraclad” panels are produced at its

plant at Jet Park by fusing three layers of glass to sheet steel at temperatures in excess of

800 degrees Celsius.

Vitraclad  panels have recently  been  specified  on a number  of  important  projects,  for

example:

• Internal  column cladding  for  the  new Domestic  Terminal  at  Johannesburg

International Airport;

• Interior  and  exterior  wall  cladding  – as  well  as  column cladding -  at  two

underground rail stations for the Land Transport Authority in Singapore; and

• Column cladding for the renovation of  the London Underground System’s

Knightsbridge Station.

Cristian  Cottino,  Sales  and  Marketing  Director  of  Vitrex,  says  over  2  000  sq  m  of

Vitraclad  panels  were  supplied  and  installed  by  the  company  at  the  Johannesburg

International  Airport’s  new Domestic  Terminal.  “Vitraclad  panels  are  available in 20

standard colours and can, on request, be supplied in virtually any preferred colour. For

the JIA terminal, black panels were selected,” he stated. 

About 8 000sq m of vitreous enamelled steel cladding was exported to Singapore for

installation  on  the  Sengkang  and  Buangkok  underground  rail  stations.  “Here,  white

panels were specified for internal application and grey panels, as external cladding. The

internal columns were clad with dark green panels. Vitraclad panels have, over the years,

already been installed at many railway stations in the Far East and we are now tendering

on a number of new cladding contracts for Singapore’s MRT Circle Line as well as for

the cladding of a vehicular tunnel in Australia,” Cottino stated. 

For the Knightsbridge underground station, Vitraclad panels in Burnt Orange and Azure

Blue were installed by a UK-based sub-contractor on round, oblong, and teardrop-shaped

columns. “Vitrex is hoping to secure further orders for the extensive refurbishment of the

London Underground now taking place,” he added. 

Cottino  said  Vitraclad  panels  have  been  extremely  popular  for  use  externally  on

commercial,  institutional,  educational  and  other  buildings  where  the  provision  of  a

maintenance-free, non-fading colour finish and corrosion resistance have been essential.



Internally,  Vitraclad is the preferred choice where competitive cladding products were

prone to vandalism and wear.  Vitraclad has also been specified as infill  and spandrel

panels in curtain and window-wall systems. 

“Vitraclad panels are in general supported on a steel framework with a bracket system

and  can  be  supplied  in  a  variety  of  joint  specifications  according  to  the  customers’

requirements. The design of the system can accommodate the building site conditions as

well as other special situations that may need to be addressed.”

The  panels  are  weatherproof  (including  hail-resistant),  UV-resistant,  corrosion-proof,

fade-free,  vermin-  and  bacteria-resistant,  and  non-combustible.  The  cladding  is  also

extremely versatile and can be supplied as composite units, with or without insulation, or

as flanged panels. “Some installations over 35 years old are still not showing any colour

change or deterioration,” Cottino added. 
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